1997 Instrumental / Choral Performance Comparisons

The enclosed Report compares performance of students who did not take any instrumental or choral music courses with two levels of students who did take such courses.  Following are some highlights of the Report:

· There is a consistent trend across levels and groups as to higher performance on all variables relative to increased participation in instrumental / choral music courses (e.g., average GPAs of 2.3, 2.7 and 2.9 for the no course, 1.2 year and 3 or more year groups respectively).  The only group that disrupts this consistent trend is the 1.2 year secondary school group, which seems to exhibit even demographic differences from the other music groups;

· There are some demographic differences among the groups that might offer explanations for some of the performance differences (e.g., gender breakdowns of 53%, 40% and 38% make for the no course, 1.2 year, and 3 or more year groups respectively);

· There are differences in the percentages of gifted students among the groups that might also offer explanations for some of the performance differences (i.e., breakdowns of 9%, 16% and 23% gifted for the no course, 1.2 year, and 3 or more year groups respectively).  However, within the gifted and mainstream groups, the trend of higher performance relative to courses is maintained (average GPAs of 2.3, 2.6 and 2.8 for the no course, 1.2 year, and 3 or more year groups mainstream students and average GPAs of 3.2, 3.5 and 3.4 for the no course, 1.2 year, and 3 or more year groups gifted students respectively);

· There is no interaction between race and groups on most variables; that is, although both African American and white students performances are higher in the music participation groups, the “gap” remains consistent.  However, on some variables, there is a “closing of the gap” (e.g., 23% vs. 12% African American vs. white elementary suspensions in the no music group compared to 12% vs. 7% in the music group, a reduction from a significant 11% more suspension to a non-statistically significant.

· Participation in the different groups varies across level (i.e., 17%, 30% and 18% at the elementary, middle and secondary levels respectively for an overall participation rate of 22%).

For more information, contact Jack Garrow at 622-3870.

	  Measure


	Control
	1 / 2 or More Years Music
	3 or More Years Music

	  Citizenship Average

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	.05

.12

.07

.01
	.19

.35

.25

.00
	.28

.31

.23

	  Percent Suspended

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary
	32.7%

18.6%

40.3%

32.2%
	25.2%

8.2%

25.5%

36.0%


	15.0%

12.5%

19.8%

	  Percent Suspended (Elementary)

       African American

       White


	23.3%

11.7%
	10.9%

 7.0%
	

	  Average Number of Music Courses

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary

  
	0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0
	1.10

1.00

1.03

1.77
	1.85

1.11

2.26

	  Percent of Students Taking Courses

       Elementary (N = 558)

       Middle (N = 2406)

       Secondary (N – 1726)


	77.8%

82.6%

69.8%

82.5%
	13.3%

17.4%

15.6%

10.4%
	8.9%

14.6%

  7.1%


	  Measure
	Control


	1 / 2 or More Years Music
	3 or More Years Music

	  Graduation Rate


	91.5%
	93.5%
	96.8%

	  Dropout Rate


	  7.4%
	 1%
	0%

	  Percent Gifted

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	  9.3%

  7.6%

  6.9%

11.6%
	16.2%

26.0%

15.1%

11.0%
	23.2%

22.8%

24.0%

	  Grade Point Average

       Mainstream

       Gifted


	2.27

3.19
	2.62

3.45
	2.75

3.41



	  Percent At or Above Norm: ITBS Reading

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	37.3%

40.1%

31.7%

40.3%
	49.1%

68.7%

46.5%

38.5%
	54.6%

53.1%

57.7%

	  Percent At or Above Norm: ITBS Math

       Elementary

       Middle


	35.5%

45.1%

33.3%
	51.2%

46.5%

13.9%
	54.7%

54.7%


Instrumental / Choral Music Vs. Other Students Performance Comparisons
	  Measure
	Control


	1 / 2 or More Years Music
	3 or More Years Music

	  Grade Point Average

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	2.34

2.81

2.47

2.13
	2.74

3.33

2.92

2.10
	2.90

3.02

2.67



	  Grade Point Average (Music Courses)

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	
	3.15

3.48

3.26

2.83
	3.45

3.44

3.48

	  Quality Point Average (Secondary Only)


	2.03
	2.27
	2.68

	  Percentage of Failing Grades

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	12.2%

  1.2%

  6.1%

18.8%
	  7.6%

  0.4%

  2.0%

19.7%
	  4.6%

  2.1%

  9.4%

	  Average Course Absences

       Elementary

       Middle

       Secondary


	14.3

  9.40

15.08
	11.4

  6.39

14.03
	8.7

  6.46

10.53


